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About the Composer
Born in Crookston, Minnesota in 1942, Jeanie Donaldson
began piano study at age seven and later studied flute, organ
and violin. She attended Wellesley College and earned a BA in
music at Grinnell College where she studied composition with
James Yannatos. After marrying and earning a MA in Teaching
from Harvard, Jeanie, along with her husband, settled in Idaho
Falls.  There she continued a long career of teaching piano
privately while working in church music, singing in choral
groups, and volunteering for the Idaho Falls Opera Theatre and
Idaho Falls Symphony. As a writer, she has had articles
published in national magazines such as Opera News, Clavier,
and Sail as well as many newspapers.

Not until 1998, when the opportunity came to study with Arlen Clarke, did Jeanie
Donaldson begin composing in earnest. In 2000, she began seven years of study with Dr.
Thom Ritter George at Idaho State University. Her mini-opera Sacajawea and the Corps
of Discovery was presented in four Idaho school districts in 2005 by the Idaho Falls
Symphony. Her recent composing resulted in works for cello, clarinet, solo piano, chorus,
solo voice and a work for flute and string orchestra. Jeanie and her husband have three
daughters and two grandsons. Her favorite activities include cross-country skiing, hiking,
swimming, golf and reading.

And Love is Pleasin’
And love is pleasin’, and love is teasin’
And love’s a wonder when first it is born,
But as love grows older, sure love grows colder
And ebbs away like the dew of morn.

Come all young maidens, now take my warnin’,
Don’t even hear your laddie’s lies.
He’ll be fickle always and leave you lonely
And you’ll be older and too late wise.

I left me father, I left me mother,
I left my sisters and brothers too.
I left my friends and my religion,
I left them all to follow you.

traditional Irish poem
adapted by Jeanie Donaldson
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